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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/13/2009 has been entered. 

2. Claim 1 is currently amended. No claims have been canceled. No claims have 
been newly added. Presently, claims 1-8 are pending. 

Specification 

3. The terms "working member in automatically opening and closing" and "moved 
by automatically opening and closing means" are taken to mean a working member that 
is moved by any means other than by manual operation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ful<ano (US 2003/0201015 A1). 

Regarding claim 1, Fukano discloses a fluid control device having a valve case 
(12) with a fluid channel (28), a casing (16), a valve element (78), a valve element 
holder (80) which is moved in order to operate the valve element, an elastic member 
(60, 96) biasing the valve element toward a closed position, a working member (76, 72, 
108) for automatically opening and closing the valve member and a working member 
(18) for manual opening and closing which is able to press the valve element into a 
closed position wherein the working member (18) for manual opening and closing is 
movably fitted (fitted around the outside) to the working member (76, 72, 108 and 
portion that is affixed to support ball 118) in automatic opening and closing. Fukano 
further discloses wherein the working member in manual opening and closing (18) and 
the working member in automatic opening and closing (76, 72, 108) operate by moving 
in the same direction (the diaphragm 78 is displaced from the valve seat 30 while both 
the working member 18 and the working member 72,76,108 are moved in a direction 
away from the valve seat and the diaphragm 78 is pressed against the seat 30 by either 
the spring bias pressing the working member 72, 76, 108 toward the valve seat 30 or 
the displacement of the working member 18 toward valve seat 30). 

In regards to claim 6, Fukano discloses the working member for manual 
operation is a stem-shaped member (stem 126) that is moved by manual operation from 
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a position in wliicli tlie worl<ing member presses the valve element into a closed 
position (fig. 5) and a position in which the working member is spaced from the 
automatically operated working member (76, 72,108) in order to allow for operation of 
the valve element (fig. 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 2-5, 7 and 8 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 2/1 8/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., the working member for manual opening and closing being movably fitted within 
the working member for automatic opening and closing) are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

In response to applicant's argument that the reference fails to show the working 
members open and close the valve in the same direction as each other, Fukano further 
discloses wherein the working member in manual opening and closing (18) and the 
working member in automatic opening and closing (76, 72, 108) operate by moving in 
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the same direction (the diaphragm 78 is displaced from the valve seat 30 while both the 
working member 18 and the working member 72,76,108 are moved in a direction away 
from the valve seat and the diaphragm 78 is pressed against the seat 30 by either the 
spring bias pressing the working member 72, 76, 108 toward the valve seat 30 or the 
displacement of the working member 18 toward valve seat 30). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew J. Rost whose telephone number is 571-272- 
271 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 4:30 M-Th and 7:00 - 12:00 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robin Evans can be reached on 571-272-4777. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/A. J. R.I /Stephen M. Hepperle/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3753 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3753 



